YUKON AMATEUR SPEED SKATING ASSOCIATION

2010 ARCTIC WINTER GAMES (AWG) ATHLETE SELECTION CRITERIA
September 28, 2009
Goal:  To select a 'Yukon Short Track Speed Skating Team' that will represent the Yukon, the sport of Speed Skating and contribute positively the spirit of the Arctic Winter Games.

Our expectation is that individual skaters will benefit by having a memorable, lasting experience that enriches them as individuals and other team members.

The Yukon Amateur Speed Skating Association (YASSA) selection criteria are designed to:  

· Promote athletic opportunities and involvement by encouraging all Yukon athletes to participate.   

· Ensure positive performance outcomes for athletes by assisting athletes achieve personal best goals, become team members, and engage themselves in the spirit of the games.

· Recognize that athletes are ambassadors for the sport and the Yukon on ice and off the ice by selecting based on recognized positive attitude, behavior, good sportsmanship, courtesy and fair play. 

· Select a Team within the AWG timelines and the requirements to select, approve, and train a Yukon speed skating team.

The selection of athletes will be based on: 

· AWG Short Track Speed Skating Trial 

· Individual Athletes Contribution (i.e.,  attitude and behavior, commitment , assessed potential and ability to perform and contribute in a team context)

· Potential benefits of participation.  

· Commitment will be measured by practice attendance (at least 80%, twice per week, three times strongly recommended), participation in camps

The initial AWG team members will be selected following the completion of the November 29, 2009AWG Short Track Speed Skating trials.  Initial team members will confirm their commitment to the final AWG Short Track Speed Skating Team roster by December 6, 2009.    Once confirmed, YASSA will formally recognize the Yukon Short Track Speed Skating Team and inform the AWG Committee. 
EXPECTATIONS OF THE SELECTED AWG SHORT TRACK SPEED SKATING TEAM  
Skaters selected to the 2010 AWG Short Track Speed Skating Team become members of Team Yukon and are subject to the conduct and discipline code for the 2008 AWGs. 

Once selected, members of the 2010 AWG Short Track Speed Skating Team are expected to:

· continue to demonstrate positive attitude and behavior and practice fair play and sportsmanship both on and off the ice;
· assume training responsibilities that include a positive training ethic, participation and commitment to personal and team goals;(i.e. personal best times or distances); 
· attend practices, training sessions, special events as outlined by the AWG coaches.  These may include:

· pre-designated practices to learn  specific skills - ie. team relay,

· off ice fitness sessions, 

·  time trials,

· sport psychology and nutrition talks.
 Out of town skaters will be provided a training plan they will be expected to follow in preparation of the AWGs. 

APPROPRIATE ATTITUDE AND BEHAVIOR

YASSA and Sport Yukon are strongly committed to providing a Safe, Harassment free environment where all team members are treated with respect so the experience is conducive to maximal enjoyment for all.    
Attitude and behavior may be measured by the following criteria:

· Attentiveness to personal safety and the safety of others while on the ice during practices, meets and other events. 

· Tolerance, respect and support of others as judged through interactions with skaters, team members, coaches, officials, spectators and others. 
· Maturity to compete in a competitive event, ability to handle criticism and handle mistakes.
· Commitment to a training program based on continuing improvement and “best ever” skating times;
· Willingness to take instruction and direction from Sport Yukon, YASSA and WRSSC coaches, and AWG coaches and chaperone 
It is the responsibility of each individual to be familiar with the processes that could affect them.    All athletes/coaches are expected to familiarize themselves with the selection process.
Failure of athletes to meet the above expectations will result in removal from the team. Decision of this nature will be made by the 

Chair of the YASSA AWG Athlete Selection Committee.
