Yukon Amateur Speed Skating Association 

President’s Report 2010 AGM

In the spirit of True Sport the following is how our Branch lives it…
Go For It - 2010 – the year of the fabulous Olympic Winter Games, held in Canada and with such an amazing outcome for the sport.  It has left a palpable air of optimism with all of our skaters and their families.  Our skaters were honoured to sign banners to show their support for our athletes.  We all were truly inspired by the young women and men who showed solid determination, true sportsmanship and integrity.  Three volunteers from YASSA were among the 6 Yukoners who participated at the Olympics.  They took the whole month of February off work to work at the Short Track Venue.

Play Fair - Our athletes and coaches show spirit and good humour during all of our events.  They are great representatives of playing fairly.  

Respect Others - I am very impressed with our Yukon athletes for the camaraderie and integrity they show when they are out at meets.  They support one another and individuals on other teams, forming super friendships they can build on year after year. 

Keep it Fun - We were pleased to have our Alaskan counterparts attend two camps with us over the season.  They add wonderful energy and the kids really enjoy their company.  Our 2nd Annual November Camp was a very successful again.   Word of our event has crossed the north and other clubs have indicated an interest in coming to join us.  We would be thrilled to have more clubs attend from NWT, northern BC and Alberta.  This also prepared our skaters for the Arctic Winter Games held in Grand Prairie AB.  

Stay Healthy -In Yukon past season marked the first year of informally implementing some aspects of the Long Term Participant and Athlete Development Model (LTPAD).  Two of our coaches had the good fortune to attend the Coaching Symposium which was held simultaneously with the 2009 Speed Skating Canada AGM in Richmond last June.  There they were brought along on the evolution of the model and in turn adapted some of the strategies into our events, such as the monthly time trials, training for the Arctic Winter Games and Yukon Championships.  Parents were oriented to the model at the season opening orientation and were quite receptive to the benefits of the LTPAD which they appreciate are developmentally appropriate for their children in both the instruction and practice of racing.
Give Back – I want to thank the many people involved with the Branch for giving back to our sport.  Most of our Masters skaters are board members who make a great match with some very dedicated parents.  Some of our Board members also serve as (volunteer) coaches.  One of our Advanced  youth skaters made a commitment of her own volition to give back by supporting the coaching in the Novice Program.  These people bring wisdom, creativity and energy to our small but mighty organization.  I appreciate all the hard work that you do throughout the year to ensure our sport is available in the Yukon. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Cynthia Onions

