Whitehorse Rapids Speed Skating Club

2009-2010 AGM Report

Whitehorse Rapids Speed Skating Club has enjoyed a full and successful year. Our club continues to exist because of many volunteers – coaches, board and club members, parents and skaters. Thank you to each one of you.

Meetings – Our regular WRSSC meetings are held in conjunction with Yukon Amateur Speed Skating Association as a number of people sit on both the Branch and Club board. Our meetings are punctuated with laughter and humor making it an effective and fun group of dedicated people to work with. 

Membership – Our club is made up of 44 members. The 33 athletes are made up of 17 novice and 15 intermediate/senior skaters.  We have 11 affiliate members.  There are 4 coaches – Phil Hoffman, Stacy Pennington, Pauline Craig and David Knight and one assistance coach, Emily Klassan.

Events 

-Three camps were organized this year – our annual Fall camp in Sept. a camp in Nov. and a camp/meet with the Anchorage Club in Jan.  Our friends from Anchorage sent 5 skaters to the Sept. camp and 11 skaters to the Jan. camp/meet.

-See It, Try It – a session was held in fall 2009 attracting 8 people.

-Learn to Skate – 2 sessions were offered in Oct. and Jan. There were about 10 people who came for 1-3 sessions and 2 people joined the club afterwards.

-Festival on Ice  - This was a new event this year and was highly successful and fun with 20 people trying speed skating.

Races/Competitions 

 The club participated in 2 competitions this past year: Fall Classic in Edmonton and Artic Winter Games in Grande Prairie Alta. Five skaters attended the Edmonton meet and 8 skaters participated in the AWG’s. AWG’s was a highlight as usual with the athletes having lots of fun, strengthening friendships with skaters from Anchorage and making new friends. There were strong performances by all athletes and Hanna, Heather and Donald brought medals home. Thank you to Stacy and Phil for coaching. 

Time trials were held throughout the year cumulating in the Yukon Championships.

Coach Development 

The club continues to support coaching development, which has been generously funded thru City of Whitehorse funding of club initiatives. Our head coach Phil is one unit away from completing his Level 3. Pauline and David have completed their Level 1 Practical Evaluation. Stacy, Pauline and Emily completed First Aid and CPR certification. Thank you to all our coaches for sharing their energy and time – Phil Hoffman, David Knight, Stacy Pennington, Pauline Craig and assistant coach Emily Klassan.

Other Club Activities

-Phil Hoffman, David Knight attended Coaching Symposium  and Cynthia Onions attended Speed Skate Canada AGM in Richmond BC in June 2009.

-We had 3 club members participate as officials at the Olympics in Vancouver in 2010.  Congratulations Cynthia Onions, Barry Sugden and Agnes Reidiger.

-WRSSC sponsored an annual Christmas party.

-WRSSC participated in 23garbage pick up as fundraiser.

-WRSSC participated in WCB Melon Splat contest and came in first place to win $500.

-WRSSC had a contract to hang up posters for WCB and was paid $400.

-WRSSC had a physiotherapist develop a stretching routine for athletes.

-WRSSC arranged group and private sessions with a sport psychologist for those athletes preparing for AWG’s.

-Mat cleaning and sorting was done. Damaged mats will be repaired over the summer.

-WRSSC is looking into the possibility of sponsorship.

-True Sport has been adopted by the club and its principles presented at our parent meeting in the fall. We have received resources to share with members and a banner.

-WRSSC has a web site that continues to be maintained by Phil Hoffman. Look for the wonderful photos displayed on the site.

-Flyers advertising our club were sent home with students from some Whitehorse schools – Jack Hulland Elijah Smith, Takhini and Golden Horn Elementary Schools.

-In July 2010 Laini Klassen and Pauline Craig will attend Speed Skating Canada AGM in Ottawa. An important top will be Long Term Participation Athlete Development (LTPAD) changes that will positively affect how we run our meets and competitions.

-Training through the spring and summer months is ongoing.

-Our senior skaters have a 4-person team entered in Kluane Chilkat Bike Relay in June. 

Next Year

-Canada Winter Games will be held in Halifax in Feb. 2011. Our club may have up to 4 eligible athletes try out for CWG’s. 

-AWG’s will be hosted by Whitehorse in 2012. Planning will begin next year and will include officials courses etc.

-Recruitment and retention are always a focus of our club. Our club will continue to work to increase awareness of the sport of speed skating in our community.

Thank you to all our funding sources – City of Whitehorse and Lotteries Yukon. Garbage fundraisers are sponsored by YTG Dept. of Highways and City of Whitehorse.  NWTel donated $400 to our club and Tim Horton’s has donated hot chocolate to our events.  Thank you to Computec for continuing to support discounts for club jackets.

Our club’s strength lies in our membership. Members continue to give freely of their time and expertise to coach and officiate, to maintain our website, to assist with equipment, to sit on the Executive, to organize meets and camps and many other tasks. This continued commitment provides for the ongoing development of the sport of speed skating and the Whitehorse Rapids Speed Skating Club. We look forward to another great season beginning in fall of 2010.

Respectfully submitted,

Terice Reimer-Clarke

President

