Yukon Amateur Speed Skating Association 

2007-2008 AGM Report
This was my first year serving as President of YASSA and there has been a significant change in the board membership which has given us a renewed energy but also an awareness of just how big the job is, even for a small membership.  I would like to thank the members of the board for their perseverance, support, knowledge and skills they all bring to the table.
After two years of our primary focus being on hosting National Events, this year was about having FUN and raising our profile as a sport with presence and integrity in our community.  Our club membership in the Yukon has transitioned back into being fairly young, with only one of our skaters competing nationally.  Through strategic planning sessions over last summer, we decided we wanted to return the focus to our younger skaters and their families.
In a collaborative effort, the Branch and Club made new attempts to bring families on board with the organization by hosting two parent information nights to meet them personally, share with them the structure of the Organization, present them with the SSC Parent Guides, and express our expectations regarding their involvement and opportunities for the members.

With the retirement of Tom and Penny Elliot, two solid coaches and board members, we had a major gap to fill.  Our attempt at finding a permanent coach who was willing to relocate to the Territory was sadly unsuccessful.   Two local folks stepped up to ensure we had coaching for the season and saw our kids through the Arctic Winter Games with great success.   Phil Hoffman and Stacy Pennington are to be thanked for their commitment to our Yukon skaters.  Supporting them were David Knight and two Masters skaters, Ken Kiemele and Barry Sugden.  We are currently developing two more coaches, Pauline Craig and Melissa Lovell.
With the regional events over the last season we were able to keep some of our Canada Winter Games trained Officials involved.   Thanks to local Officials funding Grants and SSC we were able to send an Official to the Meet Recorders training. Additionally, with Laurie Murchison living in YT he was kind enough to instruct a Level II Referee Clinic right before our final meet of the season, the Yukon Championships.
This year YASSA has tackled new policies for how we disperse financial support to skaters going outside the Territory to compete and are anxious to implement it for the coming year.  We are thankful that other Branches were so helpful in sharing their policies and practices with us.

Toward the end of the season we were able to secure sponsorship and support the club to have Club jackets made and outfit the AWG team at no expense to them.  We were very proud to see our teams off to meets Outside (RU Fast in Calgary and the Arctic Winter Games) looking so well dressed and feeling unified.  Thank you to Russ Tait and Laine Klassen for your sponsorship support in this initiative.
For the Branch, the coming year will be dedicated to increasing awareness of the sport both locally and in communities and a thorough review of our outdated Bylaws.  
Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia Onions,                                                                                                                                                                           YASSA President

